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THE CHURCH FLOURISHING IN COMMUNITY
A STORY IN PROGRESS

Pray for Divine 
Intervention

Pastor Calls for 
Prayer & 
Fasting

Gather in Small 
GroupsEarnestly Pray

FLOURISHING IN COMMUNITY

•is a process
•is relational
•is risky
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LIVING INTO OUR GOD GIVEN VISION

Passions

GiftsValue 
Added

Adapted from “Good to Great”

INDIVIDUAL DISCIPLESHIP

Spiritual

Social-
EmotionalPhysical

LOCAL CHURCH 
DISCIPLESHIP PROCESSInvite

Prepare

Welcome

Worship

Follow Up

Connect



2/14/23

3

FLOURISHING IN COMMUNITY 
SPIRITUALLY, SOCIALLY & PHYSICALLY

BELOVED 
COMMUNITYCONNECTIONAL

ECUMENICAL

INTERFAITH

VIRTUAL

NEIGHBORHOOD

ROSS CHAPEL AME CHURCH 
JAMESTOWN, OH

• Building on the faithfulness of those 
who served before

• Starting with Prayer & Fasting

• Getting to know the people and the 
village

• Finding out what is needed within 
the community

• Submitting LOI for Black Church 
Preservation Grant

BETHEL AME CHURCH 
LEBANON, OH

• Building on the faithfulness of those 
who served before

• Continuing with Prayer & Fasting
• Getting to know the people and the 

community
• Finding out what is needed within 

the community
• Submitting applications for grants 

including a State Capital Budget 
Grant

• Discerning God’s Heart 
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BETHEL LEBANON
FLOURISHING IN COMMUNITYASSET MAPPING

• Diverse community
• Focus Group-want 

neighborhood renewal
• Surveys-want real voice and 

participation
• Walk through-mostly well 

maintained modest homes
• Three Churches 
• Pleasant Square Park
• Colonial Park South
• Post Office 
• Family Promise
• Lebanon Food Pantry

NEEDS IDENTIFIED
• Community Center Removed
• Food store/restaurant Removed
• Club removed
• Concentrated pockets of 

poverty evident 
• Investment in the 

neighborhood
• Indoor & outdoor gathering 

places with multi-purpose 
facilities 

We envision a facility designed 
to include gathering spaces for 
community dialog and lifelong 
learning. We intend to develop 
a mixture of amenities centered 
around the intention of being 
an integral part of a self-
sustaining healthy community. 

We envision a facility designed 
to include gathering spaces for 
community dialog and lifelong 
learning. We intend to develop 
a mixture of amenities centered 
around the intention of being 
an integral part of a self-
sustaining healthy community. 
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WORKING TOGETHER TO BUILD UP
BELOVED COMMUNITY

• Multipurpose, 7-day per 
week, facility
• Opportunities to 

enhance surrounding 
homes
• Community Garden
• Increased use of Park for 

Community Events
• Collaboration to serve 

community

WHY?

Because this collaboration…

• Contributes to community 
needs and vision in multiple 
ways &
• Honors the legacy of long-time 

neighbors who once occupied 
the properties  

“We believe this project will 
enhance the spiritual, physical, 
social and economic health of 
the neighborhood and therefore 
contribute to the overall well-
being of the city.”  Rev. Karen Schaeffer, Ph.D.
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PSCC ORGANIZATION

Board of 
Directors 

Capital 
Campaign

Project

Program 
Development

Project

Community 
Ambassadors

THE WARREN COUNTY 
FOUNDATION 
RECEIVES CHARITABLE DONATIONS

We are developing collaborative agreements to 
share costs & space in order to serve with the 
community.
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PAUSE AND PRAY


